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King’s Cross Methodist Church 

            5th July 2026   

“The Word in the World” Devotional Sharing 
 

Knowing Your Identity                                                                                       Brother Lau 

 
According to ancient Chinese folklore, it was ‘Nüwa’ (as in the saying, ‘Nüwa smelted stones to 
mend the firmament’) who created humankind. During the first six days, she created six kinds of 
animals: chickens, dogs, pigs, sheep, cattle and horses; and on the seventh day, she created 
humans. For this reason, the seventh day of the first lunar month is known as ‘Humanity’s Day’, 
that is, the birthday of humankind. However, the Bible in which Christians believe, presents a 
radically different account of the origin of humanity. 
 
God’s creation: the ‘origin’ and ‘essence’ of humans   
The Book of Genesis records that God created the universe and everything in it within six days 
(Gen 1:1–2:3). On the sixth and final day, creation reached its climax, and God said: ‘Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness’ (Gen 1:26), which indicates that Adam, the first human, was 
created by God. Genesis further describes the process of God’s creation of the man: ‘then 
the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and the man became a living creature.’ (Gen 2:7) 
 
Both the man and animals were formed from the dust from the ground, but God breathed the 
‘breath of life’ into the nostrils of the man alone, making him a ‘living creature’, ESV. [Note: When 
God takes back the ‘breath of life’, the man dies and returns to the dust.] 
 
1.  Man was created in God’s ‘image’ 
God created man in a unique way: ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness’ (Gen 1:26) 
[Note: In this statement, God uses the plural pronoun ‘us’ to refer to Himself, indicating that the 
Triune God was jointly involved in creation.] 
    
Key points: 
(i)  Man bears God’s ‘image’ 
Man was created in God’s ‘image’ and ‘likeness’; both terms indicate that man is like God. Even 
after the Fall, humanity has not entirely lost God’s image and likeness (Genesis 9:6; James 3:9); 
however, humanity requires rebirth through Christ’s redemption to become a ‘new creation’, 
‘being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.’ (Colossians 3:10). 
 
(ii)  God’s image does not refer to physical appearance 
Jesus said: ‘God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ Since ‘God 
is Spirit’, He has no outward appearance or physical form. The ‘image’ referred to in Genesis 1:26 
denotes God’s attributes, including love, wisdom, goodness, mercy, justice, and grace… When 
God created the man, He imparted certain of His attributes to him; thus, the man shares in God’s 
attributes to a limited extent. 
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(iii)  Humans manifest God’s image through love 
Humans are able to build relationships with others and learn to love one another; thus, they are 
recognized as bearing God’s ‘image’ [‘God is love’,1 John 4:8]. Before the Lord Jesus departed this 
world, He gave His disciples a ‘commandment of love’: ‘just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.’ (John 13:34–35). Therefore, ‘to love one another’ has become a ‘hallmark’ of Christians. 
 
(iv)  The distinction between humans and animals 
The distinction between humans and animals lies not only in God’s entrusting of the stewardship 
of the earth to humans (Genesis 1:26b, 28b), but more fundamentally in the essence of life God 
has given to them (‘the breath of life’, Genesis 2:7). Consequently, humanity’s greatest glory lies in 
its relationship with God. 
 
(v)  Life is not merely ‘being’, but ‘becoming’ 
Human life lies not only in existence (being), but continuous growth (becoming). God not only 
calls us to build a relationship with Him (to become His children), but also calls us to undertake 
the mission entrusted to us. If we are to discern God’s ‘image’, we must look to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, just as John explains: ‘No one has ever seen God; God the only Son, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known.’ (John 1:18) 
 
2.  To be called children of God 
What is a Christian? the question can be answered in many ways, but the theologian James 
Packer considers the richest answer is that a Christian is one who ‘has God as Father’. The Bible 
tells us that God is not the Father of everyone; in other words, not everyone can become a child of 
God: 
 
(i)  God’s children in the Old Testament 
In Old Testament times, only the Israelites, whom God had chosen, became His people. The Lord 
commanded Moses to say to Pharaoh: ‘Israel is my firstborn son…’ (Exodus 4:22). 
 
(ii)  God’s children in the New Testament 
In the New Testament era, the New Testament Scriptures likewise make clear that God is not the 
Father of all people; only those who acknowledge themselves as sinners and believe that Jesus 
Christ bore their sins can become Abraham’s offspring. This is precisely the grace that Paul 
proclaimed to the Gentile believers: ‘And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, 
heirs according to promise.’ (Galatians 3:29) Therefore, the status of being a child of God is not 
something one is born with, but a gift of grace that can only be received by accepting Jesus Christ 
as Saviour. John thus exclaimed: ‘See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should 
be called children of God.’ (1 John 3:1) 
 
Concluding Remarks 
When you know of the noble status for which you were created and the status as a child of God 
obtained through faith in the Lord Jesus, may you, like David, offer the same praise and gratitude 
to God: ‘I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul 
knows it very well.’ (Psalm 139:14). 
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King’s Cross Methodist Church 

    International Service 

          5th July 2026 
  

     The General Church Meeting 

Church Family News Sharing 
 

 

1. The General Church Meeting for 2026 will be held in the Main Hall from 1pm to 3pm this 

afternoon, during which the election for the 2026 – 2028 Council will also be conducted. All 

official church members are warmly invited to attend this important annual event. The 

GCM will be conducted in Cantonese. If translation is required, please arrive early to collect 

a translation device from the reception desk. Starting 21st June 2026, the Church Office will 

display on the notice board the meeting notice, previous GCM minutes, Council nomination 

forms, and the official membership list. Regarding the GCM Q&A Session, to save time and 

ensure the meeting concludes promptly at 3pm, please read the reports in advance. Each 

steward will not be presenting individually on stage. Thank you for submitting your 

questions via the provided link by 4th July. All submissions have been compiled, and 

responses will be addressed during the meeting. Unless necessary, there will be no additional 

open Q&A session during the meeting. Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

2. Keystone Fellowship will be holding a “Summer Carnival” to raise funds for the Church 

Redevelopment Project on Saturday, 18th July, from 12 noon to 4pm, at the school hall of 

Finchley Catholic High School (N12 8TA). For further details, please refer to the “Meetings 

and Events” section on the last few pages. Everyone is warmly welcome to participate and 

give their full support to the Church Redevelopment Project. If you plan to attend the event 

and are willing to serve as a volunteer, please contact Acting Lay Worker indicating your 

available time slots so that we can arrange service roles in advance. For enquiries, please 

contact Acting Lay Worker. 
 

3. The Circuit will hold a Leaving Service for Deacon Tessa Bennett in the Main Hall at 11am 

on 19th July. We warmly invite everyone to reserve the time and attend, as we give thanks 

together for her faithful and selfless service among us over the past five years. 

 

4. Staff News: Deacon Tessa Bennett will be on leave from 20th to 25th July. 
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5. The National Network of Pastoral Musicians will be holding a Summer Conference from 

24th – 26th July in Northampton (NN6 8NN). This year's theme is "One Heart, One Voice." 

The conference explores the central question: "Can Christians from different backgrounds 

and traditions truly become one people of God through worship?" Focusing on the theme of 

church unity, the conference will examine how worship can be a practical expression of 

unity within the Church. The three-day conference will feature a variety of workshops, 

united worship sessions, and seminars covering topics such as corporate worship, church 

unity, and music ministry. Through teaching, discussion, and practical engagement, 

participants will be encouraged to reflect on the role of worship in building and 

strengthening the unity of the Church. For further details, please refer to:  
https://nnpm.org/NNPM_%28current%29/2026_Conference.html 

 

6. The All Nations One Voice Choir – Eurovision Ministry is inviting brothers and sisters who 

have a heart for worship ministry to participate in a large-scale worship event on Saturday 

19th September in Essex. Rehearsals will be held on Friday 18th September. For further 

details, please refer to:  https://beracahmusic.co.uk/eurovision-david-hathaway-release-now/ 

 

7. 2026 Methodist Church 3Generate Camp and Volunteer Recruitment Invitation: 3Generate 

is the Methodist Church in Great Britain’s annual flagship gathering for children and young 

people. It is not only a camp where children grow in worship and creativity, but also a 

valuable opportunity for adult believers to invest in and nurture the next generation 

through service.  Date: 2nd – 4th October 2026 (Friday to Sunday); Venue: NEC 

Birmingham; Participants: Children and young people aged 4–18.  Highlights: Through 

indoor camping, arts, sports, and a wide range of mission workshops, children are 

encouraged to explore their journey of faith.  We warmly invite everyone to take part in this 

significant event, either as participants or as members of the volunteer team. For 

registration and enquiries, please refer to the “Meetings and Events” section on the last few 

pages.  Event details and registration link:  https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-
churches/ministries/children-youth-family-ministry/3generate/ (Please note: group 

registration must submit verification documents by 12th September.)  Volunteer recruitment 

– Join the Delivery Team:  https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/ministries/children-

youth-family-ministry/3generate/join-the-delivery-team/  

 

8. LiFEgame will be held from 21st to 23rd December in Northampton. Those who register on 

or before 31st October can enjoy the Super Early Bird rate of £160 per person. If you have 

not attended before, you are strongly encouraged to join this life-changing journey. For 

enquiries or registration, please refer to the “Meetings and Events” section on the last few 

pages or visit: http://lifegame.co.uk/join-lifegame/ 

 

https://nnpm.org/NNPM_%28current%29/2026_Conference.html
https://beracahmusic.co.uk/eurovision-david-hathaway-release-now/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/ministries/children-youth-family-ministry/3generate/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/ministries/children-youth-family-ministry/3generate/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/ministries/children-youth-family-ministry/3generate/join-the-delivery-team/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/ministries/children-youth-family-ministry/3generate/join-the-delivery-team/
http://lifegame.co.uk/join-lifegame/


Meetings & Events 
 

  

General Church Meeting 2026 

 

Date: Sunday 5th July 2026 

 

Time: 1pm – 3pm 

 

Venue: Main Hall 

 

Following the United Service and Holy 

Communion on that day, the election of the 

Church Council for the 2026 – 2028 term will 

be conducted during the annual General 

Church Meeting. All official church members 

are cordially invited to attend this important 

annual event. 

 

Beginning 21st June 2026, the Church Office 

will display on the church notice board the 

meeting notice, minutes from the previous 

GCM, Council nomination forms, and the 

official church membership list. 
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